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CAMPAIGN FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

“... perceive the important truths,
that knowledge is power,
that knowledge is safety,

and that knowledge is happiness.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON, 1807
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PHOEBE CRISMAN

Assistant Professor, School of Architecture

“I’'m very committed to the idea that
what we think is important in the world
should manifest in reality.”

(&)

When urban architecture professor Phoebe Crisman learned Portsmouth-based environmental
group The Elizabeth River Project needed a facility for teaching the public about the river’s health,
she wondered what form it should take. “In terms of what would be contextually appropriate,” she
says, pointing to the Elizabeth’s industrial history, “a recycled barge seemed like a good idea.” She
drew up an initial scheme and then had a flash: “I realized it would be an excellent studio project.”

So she challenged elevan graduate students in spring 2006 to design a completely self-
sufficient “Learning Barge” for teaching K-12 schoolchildren everything from river history to marine
ecology. The final plan, which emphasizes hands-on activities and includes an onboard wetland,
won the 2006 National Student Collaborative Design Award from the American Society of Landscape
Architects. The Learning Barge will launch in 2007.

SERVING A GLOBAL SOCIETY

We will address the challenges of our time, alleviating disease and poverty,

revitalizing public education, improving quality health care and sustaining our environment.

Jefferson designed the University not as a clois-
ter but as an “open square of grass and trees.”
The Lawn, as he envisioned it, offered “that quiet
retirement so friendly to study,” but it also
afforded a clear view to the horizon. We will
expand this vista by inviting students and fac-
ulty to reach out to the world and to use the gift
of knowledge to address challenges in this coun-
try and abroad.

In an academic community that produces
more Peace Corps volunteers than most institu-
tions of its kind and contributes some 115,000
hours a year to community service, we can draw
on a deep well of expertise and energy to
advance the public good. We will help to allevi-
ate disparities—to health care, effective educa-
tion, and adequate shelter. We will promote the
health of our children, our communities, our
democracy, and our planet.

The University’s interest in the developing
world—in climate change and water supply in
southern Africa, in community development
and public health through nursing students
serving in Latin America, and in civic infrastruc-
ture through student engineers’ work outside
the United States—derives from the conviction
that to learn is to find useful applications and

that the purpose of the University is to teach
both inquiry and application.

Thomas Jefferson set a high mark when he
described his University as the “future bulwark
of the human mind in this hemisphere,” and our
world extends in ways beyond what he could
have known in his time. This campaign is about
a new mark, one as high and essential as was
Jefferson’s, as clear in its values as the Honor
System, and as useful to mankind as the human
mind can make it in our own time and hereafter.

Invest in Intellectual Innovation

The University will acquire the unrestricted
resources that are vital to intellectual innovation.
Unrestricted annual funds will provide a steady
source of support for academic, athletic, and stu-
dent-life programs. With income from unre-
stricted endowments, the University will be able
to deploy resources immediately when promising
opportunities arise, such as the chance to recruit

Architecture students install an
ecoMOD house in Gautier, Miss.,
in an area devastated by
Hurricane Katrina. The ecoMOD
is a research, design, and build
effort of the School of
Architecture, the School of
Engineering and Applied
Science, and the Piedmont
Housing Alliance. It aims to
create a series of ecological,
modular, and affordable house
prototypes.

The University’s interest in the developing world

derives from the conviction that to learn is to find
useful applications and that the purpose of the

University is to teach both inquiry and application.





